
From: Beth Howland-Smith Beth.Howland-Smith@midsussex.gov.uk
Subject: RE: EF/24/0203 - Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road, East Grinstead

Date: 22 November 2024 at 13:44
To:

Dear 
 
Thanks for your email.
 
As it stands, there is no enforcement action necessary as the structures have gone. The
Council notes your point, however the Council's view is that planning enforcement is not
punitive and simply seeks to remedy planning harm.
 
In relation to your point about this being an annual occurrence, the Church has advised
that they will be seeking planning permission and we will engage with them to ensure
that this is sought in time for the 2025 event.
 
I hope this clarifies the situation.
 
Kind regards,
 
Beth Howland-Smith BA (Hons) MA MRTPI
Team Leader – Planning Enforcement and Trees
01444 477363
beth.howland-smith@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
From: 
Sent: 22 November 2024 08:00
To: Beth Howland-Smith <Beth.Howland-Smith@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: EF/24/0203 - Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road, East Grinstead
 
Hi Beth,
 
Thank you for the update. Has any enforcement action been taken, considering
the structures clearly constitute a breach of planning regulations? They far
exceed the permitted size for a temporary structure, and the fact they were in
place for 11 weeks, which is 7 weeks longer than the permitted 28 days.
 
I’d also like to make sure it is noted this is an annual occurrence and the fact this
structure is in situ for a quarter of the year, every year and yet they have never
sought planning permission.
 
Thank you

On 21 Nov 2024, at 16:26, Beth Howland-Smith <Beth.Howland-
Smith@midsussex.gov.uk> wrote:
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Smith@midsussex.gov.uk> wrote:
 
Dear 
 
I am writing to update you in relation to our investigation into the marquee
structures erected at the above site.
 
A representative from the Church of Scientology has confirmed that the
structures have now been removed and we will therefore be closing our file
on the matter.
 
Kind regards,
 
Beth Howland-Smith BA (Hons) MA MRTPI
Team Leader – Planning Enforcement and Trees
01444 477363
beth.howland-smith@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
From:
Sent: 21 October 2024 21:33
To: Beth Howland-Smith <Beth.Howland-Smith@midsussex.gov.uk>
Subject: Re: EF/24/0203 - Saint Hill Manor, Saint Hill Road, East
Grinstead
 
Dear Beth,
 
Thank you for keeping me up to date.
 
To confirm, there are multiple structures, the largest of which is
around 4,200 square metres. It is taller than the Castle! It has been in
situ since the first week of September, and will likely be removed by
the end of November, but still would have been in place for longer
than the 28 days, and is certainly much larger than the 100 square
metres allowed for a temporary structure. 
 
Even though the marquees are likely to be removed, it is an annual
occurrence and the structures are in place for 2-3 months every year
for their annual October gathering.
 
All the best

On 21 Oct 2024, at 14:17, Beth Howland-Smith
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On 21 Oct 2024, at 14:17, Beth Howland-Smith
<Beth.Howland-Smith@midsussex.gov.uk> wrote:
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for your emails regarding a marquee at the above
site address.
 
Your complaint has been registered against reference
EF/24/0203 and I can confirm that we will be investigating this
matter.  We have today issued a Planning Contravention Notice
in relation to the marquee.  The owners have 21 days in which
to make their response.  Upon receipt of the response, we will
assess the information provided and provide you with an
update as to our initial findings.
 
I hope this is helpful.
 
Kind regards,
 
Beth Howland-Smith BA (Hons) MA MRTPI
Team Leader – Planning Enforcement and Trees
01444 477363
beth.howland-smith@midsussex.gov.uk
www.midsussex.gov.uk
 
Working together for a better Mid Sussex
 
The information contained in this email may be subject to public disclosure
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. Unless the information contained
in this email is legally exempt from disclosure, we cannot guarantee that we
will not provide the whole or part of this email to a third party making a
request for information about the subject matter of this email. This email and
any attachments may contain confidential information and is intended only to
be seen and used by the named addressees. If you are not the named
addressee, any use, disclosure, copying, alteration or forwarding of this email
and its attachments is unauthorised. If you have received this email in error
please notify the sender immediately by email or by calling +44 (0) 1444 458
166 and remove this email and its attachments from your system. The views
expressed within this email and any attachments are not necessarily the
views or policies of Mid Sussex District Council. We have taken precautions
to minimise the risk of transmitting software viruses, but we advise you to
carry out your own virus checks before accessing this email and any
attachments. Except where required by law, we shall not be responsible for
any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection with this email
and any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of
this email and any attachments.
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shall not be responsible for any damage, loss or liability of any kind suffered in connection
with this email and any attachments, or which may result from reliance on the contents of
this email and any attachments.
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