
Criminal Court 
of the Canton of Basel City Singular Court 
 
Case: 2023.[REDACTED] 
 
 
VERDICT 
From September 21st, 2023 
 
 
Contributors 
President lic. Iur. [REDACTED] Court clerk 
MLaw [REDACTED] 
 
 
Par-es 
Public prosecutor's office in Basel-City represented by public prosecutor lic. iur. [REDACTED] 
 
 
Beat Künzl [REDACTED]       Accused Person 1 
Represented by lic. phil. [REDACTED]      Private defender 
Lawyers & Notaries, [REDACTED] Basel 
 
 
Yolanda Sandoval Künzl [REDACTED]      Accused Person 2 
Represented by lic. phil. [REDACTED]      Private defender 
Lawyers & Notaries, [REDACTED] Basel 
 
 
Church of Scientology Basel       Private PlainSff 
Burgfelderstrasse 215, 4055 Basel  
Represented by Dierk Clausen 
Wildalpjochstrasse 10, 81825 München 
 
 
 
 
Object 
Penalty orders dated April 20, 2023 
 
concerning 
Beat Künzi: slander 
Yolanda Sandoval Künzi: slander  



 
 
 
The individual court recognizes: 
 
 

1. Beat KÜNZI 
is acqui`ed of the charge of libel free of charge 
 
 

2. Yolanda SANDOVAL KÜNZI 
is acqui`ed of the charge of libel free of charge. 
 
 
In accordance with ArScle 429 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, those assessed will receive 
party compensaSon from the criminal court fund in favor of defense a`orney [REDACTED] 
from Fr. [REDACTED] (including VAT and expenses) and in favor of Advokat 
those of Fr. [REDACTED] (including VAT and expenses). 
 
 
 
 
BASEL-CITY CRIMINAL COURT 
 
 
 
 
The President        The Court Clerk 
[SIGNATURE]        [Signature] 
 
 
 
 
 
DisposiSon Goes To: 

- Accused persons  
- Private defense 
- Public prosecutor 
- Private plainSff 
- VOSTRA (according to legal force) 

  



 
InstrucLons on legal remedies 
 
According to ArScle 399 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, an appeal can be filed against 
this decision within 10 days, provided that the relevant requirements are met. In this case, 
the party filing the appeal will be informed of the verdict aier it has been issued. 
ProducSon of the wri`en jusSficaSon with instrucSons on how to proceed will be sent. 
The private plainSff can challenge the verdict on the guilt and civil points, but not with 
regard to the sancSon (punishment or measure) (Art. 399 Para. 3 in conjuncSon with Art. 
382 Para. 2 StPO). 
The noSce of appeal must be submi`ed in wriSng to the Basel City Criminal Court, 
Schützenma`strasse 20, PO Box, 4009 Basel, or recorded orally. Wri`en submissions must 
be submi`ed to the Basel-Stadt criminal court no later than the last day of the deadline or 
handed over to the Swiss Post Office, a Swiss diplomaSc or consular mission or, in the case 
of imprisoned persons, the prison management (ArScle 91 para. 2 StPO). 
Hints: 
.1 If only violaSons (offences punishable with a fine) were the subject of the main 
proceedings at first instance, an appeal can be lodged 
It can only be claimed that the judgment was legally incorrect or that the determinaSon of 
the facts was obviously incorrect or based on one 
ViolaSon of rights. New allegaSons and evidence cannot be brought forward (Art. 398 Para. 
4 StPO). 
2. If the appeal is limited to the civil point, the judgment will only be reviewed to the extent 
that the Code of Civil Procedure would provide (Art. 398 para. 
5StPO ni connecSon with Art. 308 f. ZPO). 
3. If an appeal is not possible, this decision can be appealed. 
serious charges can be levied (Art. 393 f. StPO). The complaint is admissible against orders 
and resoluSons as well as the procedural acSons of the courts of first instance; Procedural 
decisions are excluded. Complaints against decisions made in wriSng or orally 
The divorce must be submi`ed in wriSng and with reasons to the Basel-Stadt Appeal Court 
(Bäumleingasse 1, 4051 Basel) within 10 days. 
 
Excerpt from the Code of Criminal Procedure 
Art. 398 Admissibility and grounds for appeal 
1An appeal is permissible against judgments of courts of first instance that have concluded 
the proceedings in whole or in part. 
2The court cannot comprehensively review the judgment on all of the contested points. 3 
With the appeal the following can be complained about: 
a. ViolaSons of rights, including excess and abuse of discreSon, denial of jusSce and delay of 
jusSce; 
b. the incomplete or incorrect determinaSon of the facts, c. Inappropriateness. 
4 If violaSons were the sole subject of the main proceedings at first instance, the appeal can 
only be used to assert that the judgment was legally incorrect or that the determinaSon of 
the facts was obviously incorrect or based on a violaSon of the law. New allegaSons and 
evidence cannot be brought forward. 



5 If the appeal is limited to the civil point, the first instance judgment will only be reviewed 
to the extent that the civil procedural law applicable at the place of jurisdicSon would 
provide for it. 
Art.399 RegistraSon of appeal and declaraSon of appeal 
1 The appeal must be reported to the court of first instance in wriSng or orally within 10 
days of the judgment being handed down. 
2 Aier issuing the reasoned judgment, the court of first instance sends the applicaSon 
together with the files to the appeal court. 
3The party that filed an appeal submits a wri`en statement of appeal to the appeal court 
within 20 days of delivery of the reasoned judgment. She must state therein: 
a. whether it challenges the judgment in its enSrety or only in part; 
b. what changes to the first instance judgment it demands; and 
c. what evidence she submits. 
4 Anyone who challenges only parts of the judgment must state in the declaraSon of appeal 
which of the following parts the appeal is limited to: 
a. the point of guilt, if necessary related to individual acSons; 
b. the assessment of the punishment; 
c. the ordering of measures; 
d. the civil claim or individual civil claims; e. the collateral consequences of the judgment; 
.f the cost, compensaSon and saSsfacSon consequences; G. the subsequent judicial 
decisions. 
Art. 393 Admissibility and grounds for appeal 1 The complaint is admissible against: 
b. the orders and resoluSons as well as the procedural acSons of the courts of first instance; 
procedural decisions are excluded; 
2 The complaint can be used to complain about: 
a. ViolaSons of rights, including excess and abuse of discreSon, legal violaSons 
refusal and legal delay; 
b. the incomplete or incorrect determinaSon of the facts, c. Inappropriateness. 
Art. 396 Form and deadline 
1An appeal against decisions made in wriSng or orally must be submi`ed in wriSng and with 
reasons to the appeal authority within 10 days. 
2 Complaints about denial of jusSce and delay in jusSce are not subject to any Sme limit. 
 
Excerpt from the Code of Civil Procedure 
Art. 308 Appealable decisions 
1 The following can be appealed: 
a. first instance final and interim decisions; 
b. first instance decisions and precauSonary measures. 
2 nI property law ma`ers, an appeal is only permissible if the value of the most recently 
maintained legal requests is at least 10,000 francs. 


